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The death of Amarji was a great blot on the Junagadh
State. Through his genius and energy it had risen to
premier importance in Kathiawad; and his wise and
careful administration, coupled with the knowledge of
his power, made him feared and respected even by the
Marathas. Amarji had faithfully served the Nawabs,
and it is doubtful whether he ever seriously considered an
idea of usurping the State and supplanting them. Had
he done so, he had numerous opportunities of effecting
such an ambition of which a man of his nature would
scarcely have failed to take advantage. There can be
no doubt that his aim was to secure for the Nawab of
Junagadh the complete subjugation of the peninsula*
But he failed in this since he was unable to preserve the
peace between the many diverse peoples composing its
population.

A story typical of the man is told of how he first gained
the enmity of Jadej a Kumbhoji, and thereby laid the
foundation of his own assassination. Shortly after Kumb-
hoji had built a strong fort at Dhoraji he showed it one
day with pride to the Dewan, expecting that a man of his
prowess would appreciate in high terms of praise the fine
military work the fort presented. Amarji listened for
some time in silence while all the strong points were
described to him in detail, and finally when asked for his
opinion he said: " It looks well enough, but it is as
nothing before even the shoes of the Nawab of Junagadh " 1
Kumbhoji, really mortified and insulted, never forgave
him for this reply, and from that day became the Dewan's
most powerful and most active enemy.
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